CHAPTER 40: 
МЕ AS І AM 











HEY, 
CHECK 
THIS OUT! 
ТЕ A GIRL 
LIKE THIS 
WERE TO 
SAY, "BE 
GENTLE!” 
THEN 1'D 
JUST... 








YOU LIVING ል 
LONG LIFE, 
60 LONG 
THAT YOU'LL 
BE SMEAR- 
ING THE 
WALLS WITH 
POOP. 


IT'S B- 
BANDOU. 
IT'S 
BANDOU 
HIDETO 


IT'S THE 


] 














WHAT'S 
HE 1-17 15. 


DOING : N BANDOU 


HERE 
Now? 

















YES! ፲ DON'T 
KNOW WHO 
THEY WERE 
LOOKING AT, 
BUT... I GOT 

THE FEELING 
THEY WERE 

PLOTTING 

SOMETHING... 





WHAT'S 


MORE, 
THERE WAS 
ONLY ONE 
GUY AMONG 
THE SKIN- 
HEADS WHO 
HAD HAIR. HE 











BUT YOU 


KNOW... 
EVEN IF 
YOU TOLD 
THOSE 










































































FRIENDSHIP 
[5 BORN 
WHEN 0 
PEOPLE HAVE 
THE SAME 
OBJECTIVE 
AND CONVIC- 
TIONS! RIGHT, 
Ром? 






































THIS FRIEND- 
SHIP SHALL 
MOST LIKELY 
CONTINUE. AS 
LONG AS WE 
DON’T GO 
AFTER THE 
SAME CHICK... 
RIGHT PON? 






















ANYWAY, 


IZUMIS IZUMI IS ል 
FRIENDS NORMAL 
ARE ALL SCHOOL- 
THE SAME GIRL, GOING 
WAY. TO À NORMAL 
GIRLS’ HIGH 


SCHOOL. 





49 


IF ILL-BRED 
GUYS LIKE YOU 
SHOWED UP IN 

FRONT OF 
NORMAL HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS 

LIKE THEM, 
WHAT WOULD 
THEY THINK? 


AGUY 

WITH 
UNPLEAS- 
ANT EYES 
























IN OTHER 
WORDS, IF 
GUYS LIKE US 
SHOWED UP IN 
FRONT OF 
GIRLS LIKE 
THAT... UHHH... 
WHAT WORD AM 
1 TRYING TO 
THINK 477 












THEY'RE NOT 












IMMUNE YET. 
TO GIRLS LIKE 
: THAT, GUYS 
THEY'D LIKE US LOOK 
TAKE ONE JUST LIKE 
Look እዘሁ SMALL-TIME 
THEN RUN 
VAKUZA. 


AWAY... 





IT'S STILL 
JUST А 
SPROUT. 


ТЕ YOU'RE 
NOT CAREFUL 
NOW, THEN 
EVERYTHING 
WILL ሬዕ OUT 
THE ٧ 
AND FADE 
INTO NOTH- 
INGNESS... 


















ІРІ SHOW 
HER YOUR 
GUYS’ PIC- 
TURES AND 
TALK ABOUT 


YOU, SLOWLY 
BUT SURELY, 
THAT SPROUT 
WILL START 
то GROW 


THEN, WHEN 
THE FLOWER 
BLOOMS... 
SHE'LL BE 
IMMUNE! 








መመ 


% 


LET'S CAL 
IT, “OPERA- 
TION LET'S 
MEET THEM 
соме 
SPRING”! 
LET'S GO 
WITH THIS. 





— 
ü I 
à Waiting! 


Waiting! 


Waiting 
until 
Spring 
arrives! 



























































ur BANPOU 
...SAN IS 
Here! 
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150 SEEING 
THAT YOU SPENT 
ALOT OF TIME IN 

THE HOSPITAL, 

IT’S GOING TO 
BECOME HARDER 
AND HARDER FOR 
YOU TO GRADU- 
ATE IF YOU TAKE 

OFF ANY MORE 
TIME... 























ТЕ YOU'RE 
THINKING OF 
GRADUATING, 
THEN YOU 
CAN'T TAKE 
ANYMORE 
TIME OFF, 
ALRIGHT? 
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OH, THAT'S 
RIGHT. 0 
YOU KNOW 
ANYTHING 





ABOUT 
HAYASHIDAZ 
МЕ TOLD HIM 

HE HAP ፐዕ 
COME IN 


TODAY AS 
WELL, BUT... 








































































































































































































































































































GYA HA НА HA 
HA... HE ASKED 


WHO YOU WERE! 
HA HA HA HA... YOU 
DIDN'T EVEN FIGHT 
HIM AND YOU LOST! 

HA HA HA HA... 


























































































































AFTER- 
NOON. LONG 
TIME NO 


SEE... RIN... 
I MEAN, 


HAYASHIDA 
SAN... 





























HOW IS 
YOUR 
GRAND- 
FATHER’S 
HEALTH? 
































































































































































| 
- WELL, IN 
JE | Your case, 
ша YOU HAD 
| FAMILY 
H PROBLEMS, 
50 TAKING 
TIME OFF 
COULDN'T ве 
HELPED... 
| || 
| 11111111811118 1111111 Т! 
prada | J BUT ANY 
IT'S OKAY IF —— HORE 
IT’S ONLY FOR AND voue 
A LITTLE BIT, = == =) рад 
BUT YOU ) اص‎ | ይጠር 
SHOULD START Ù Е — 
SHOWING UP WILL 
EVERYDAY. ረር 
THINGS 
DIFFICULT 


FOR YOU. 








You've 
TAKEN THE 
TROUBLE TO 
COME THIS 
FAR, 50 1? 
LIKE To see 
YOU ĠRAPU- 
ATE... 


















































T'D LIKE TO 
GRADUATE. 




















































































































GRANDPA 
SAID НЕ? 
LIKE THAT 
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No, that's not 
it. | don't care 
about that. 


Like Senda said, ve 
should've handed in our 
dropout notifications 
together. 








ወሪ ሃሪሀ WANNA BE 
THE LAUGHING 
STOCK? THAT 

PLACE 15 CRAWL- 

ING WITH PEOPLE 
WHO'D LIKE TO 


DOING WHATEVER 
THE HELL WE 
WANTED WHILE WE 
WERE THERE! 


WE DON'T 
НАУЕ ል 
PLACE 
THERE 

ANYMORE, 

BANDOU. 


EVEN IF 
WE DID 
60 BACK 


то 
SUZURAN 


WE GO 
AND WE'LL 
JUST GET 





THEN THE 
THREE OF 
US CAN 


Leave 
THIS TOWN 
AND START 

Some- ሠ 
THING UP. / 





WHAT 16 
THERE 
МЕ CAN 








N 


цану 


THE BEST 
THING 
GUYS LIKE 
US CAN РО 
15 BECOME 





SPEND THE 
REST OF 
YOUR PAYS 
WITHERING 
AWAY, 
MUMBLING 

UT 


BREAKING 
OUR 
BACKS 
DAY IN 
AND PAY 
OUT, 
JUST TO 


GET THAT 
PATHETIC 








THEY MAY 
NOT SAY IT, 
BUT ISN'T 
THAT WHAT 
EVERYONE 
THINKS...? 






!! 


THAT 
мент 
HAPPEN 
































сай OT 


BUTWE 
WON'T BE 
THE ONLY 
ONES. 
= ሬሀኛሬ 
—— FROM 


SUZURAN, 
GUYS 
FROM THE 







IT DOESN'T MATTER ANYMORE, 
DOES IT BANDOU...? LET'S JUST 
TAKE IT UPON OURSELVES AND 
“GRADUATE” AHEAD OF THE 
CLASS. 






































BANDOU! 








SPLENDID, дн, 50 


pipi YOU'RE STILL 
m ALIVE, HUH? 
НА НА HA... 























zen 


TS 
Jüstwhen 





Z на 
gain, just; 
— 











NN 
NW WW ON 
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No, | 
won't 
show it 
to just 
Bouya. | 
want to 
know 
myself. 
How 
much 
can | 

do? Me, 


as | ат. 





That's 
right. | 
haven't 
shown 
Bouya my 
true 
strength 
yet. 








































































































































































































- 1 
x ፐ 5 














































































































-Meanwhile- 


























































































































THIS IS THE 
KUROTAKI 
ALLIANCE'S 
CHAIRMAN, 






































MEMORIZE 
THEIR FACES. 











DON’T 
TOUCH 
THEM. IF 
KUROTAKI 
Comes UP 
AGAINST 
US, THEY'LL 
BE A RIGHT 
PAIN IN THE 
ASS. GOT 
IT? 








KUROTAKI 
1S NOTHING. 
JUST ል 
GATHERING 
OF SMALL 
FRIES. 










































































































































































"You're the runner-up." 
"ዘ 


"Hello... Takahashi-kun?" 


"Hello, are you there?" 


К was 1988, six years aso. | won second place at the 9th 
Annual Сва Tetsuya Awards (250 OOO) and with that 
prize | had aained confidence in myself. [ይ | could Become а 
manaaka... | have No idea how many times | laid awake with 
such thoughts in my head... Also wondering what would | do 
for a living if | couldn't make it... 

H was even worse when there was something worth cele- 
Bratina. Га 40 out drinking and on the last Bus [d look out 
the window and «ет lost in my Own thoughts. But this 
award had swept away those anxieties. 

25000016 in prize money? | spent that in five days. Ha ha 
ha... 

А few days afterwards | Quit Tanimura Productions and 
went independent. But even thouah | was independent | 
wasn't self-sustaining just yet, But at least | wasn't an 
assistant anymore. 

| talked with the editors at Youna Maaazine But something 
wasn't clicking, so that was the end of that... К wasn't as if 
| kad to Be at Youna Magazine, and as long as they were 
willing to puglish my work, it really didn’t matter where it 
was... Something | could ве satisfied with, something that | 
would think is fun, and something that | would have fun 
drawing... Readers were sound to pick up a series like that, 
and | trusted that popularity would eventually follow. К didn't 
matter where | eeaan | thought that | would just naturally 
Grow as a manaaka... 
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